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Secondly, States and local governments
must put money into the program, which
would lock in the Head Start money for Head
Start. So, in other words, the flexibility given
to the State would not allow the States budg-
et flexibility. It's management flexibility to be
able to take the Head Start program, dovetail
into the preschool program, then the kinder-
garten program, and then into the elemen-
tary school program.

Governors ought to have that flexibility
to—hope that Congress will provide that
flexibility so that when the accountability sys-
tems kick in, fully kick in, that a Governor
can truthfully say, “Well, I've had the tools
necessary to make sure the Head Start pro-
gram fits into an overall comprehensive plan
for literacy and math for every child in the
State of Maryland,” in Governor Ehrlich’s
case.

This is a very important initiative I'm talk-
ing about. It is—it seems like to me a fan-
tastic opportunity for the country to make
sure that the desires of this country are met,
and that is every child become a good reader.
If reading is the new civil right and human
dignity and freedom is what this country is
all about, let’s make sure every child learns
to read.

So | want to thank you for giving me a
chance to come today. We know what works.
We've got the pros and the experts that have
laid out a curriculum that will help us achieve
a goal. We've got a million kids anxious to
learn, showing up on a daily basis at Head
Start programs all across the country. We've
got teachers who want to teach. We're writ-
ing the checks for the local governments and
the local Head Start programs. Let’s combine
it all into a comprehensive strategy that will
allow us all to say, “We have done our duty
for future generations of children by laying
the most important foundation of all, and that
is the ability for each child to learn to read.”
I know it can happen. There’s no doubt in
my mind.

I want to thank those of you who are work-
ing on the frontlines of education. | appre-
ciate your willingness to accept a new mission
to be incorporated with the old mission. And
| appreciate your willingness to work hard,
to see to it that not one single child in Amer-
ica is left behind.
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May God bless your work. And may God
continue to bless America. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. at the Head
Start Center. In his remarks, he referred to Windy
M. Hill, associate commissioner, Head Start Bu-
reau, Administration for Children and Families,
Department of Health and Human Services;
Andre J. Hornsby, chief executive officer, Prince
George’s County Public Schools; Guylaine Rich-
ard, program supervisor, and Tonya Riggins, act-
ing assistant program supervisor, Head Start,
Prince George’s County Public Schools; and G.
Reid Lyon, branch chief, Child Development and
Behavior, National Institute of Child Health and
Human Development, National Institutes of
Health. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting
Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations Requests

July 7, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider expedi-
tiously the enclosed requests, totaling $1.9
billion, for emergency FY 2003 supplemental
appropriations. | hereby designate the spe-
cific proposals in the amounts requested
herein as emergency requirements.

The details of these requests are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

Exchange With Reportersin
Dakar, Senegal

July 8, 2003

Liberia

Q. Can we ask you about Liberia, sir?

The President. We had a good discussion
about Liberia.

Q. Have you made a decision?

The President. The President of Ghana
is the leader of ECOWAS. 1 told him we'd
participate with ECOWAS. We’re now in the



